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Sophomore Kaitlyn Kennedy waits for Greek’s to open its doors in December. 
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New restaurant                  
to open in Upland 
Chrysa Keenon
News Co-Editor
Looking for a new place to grab a slice 
that is much closer to home? Search 
no further, as Greek’s Pizzeria is com-
ing to town!
Since the closure of TOPPIT in June, 
it seems Upland has been lacking 
in areas to fulfill the pizza craving. 
Greek’s Pizzeria originally got started 
in 1969 by Athanasios Chris Karames-
ines. The first store was opened in Val-
paraiso, Indiana, when Karamesines 
was 17, according to Greek’s Pizzeria 
website. Now, Greek’s has 20 locations 
across Indiana, including one in Mun-
cie, Indiana near Ball State.
According to Muncie location man-
ager Marko Pekovic, employees from 
that location are only foreseen work-
ing as supplemental help during open-
ing weekend for the Upland store. A 
general manager and driver from the 
Greek’s Pizzeria coming to town
The Ethics Bowl team took second place at the regional 
competition in Indianapolis this past Saturday. 
Ethics team qualifies for national competition
Team scores second 
for 8th year in a row
Chrysa Keenon
News Co-Editor
Last Saturday, the Ethics Bowl team 
took second place in regional com-
petition and qualified for the na-
tional tournament. This has been 
the 8th consecutive year the team 
has qualified.
The competition was held at Mar-
ian University in Indianapolis. Ac-
cording to professor of philosophy 
and religion Jim Spiegel, there were 
32 teams from 20 colleges and univer-
sities that participated, such as Hei-
delberg University, Butler University, 
University of Central Arkansas, Mis-
souri State University and the winner 
Youngstown State University.
An Ethics Bowl competition can be 
broken down into three rounds, ac-
cording to senior Caleb Holleman. 
One college team is put against an-
other, with one team defending a 
case given to them, allowing for time 
to be questioned by the other team 
and the judges and responding to 
those questions.
Sweating on the field 
but growing in Christ
Chin Yi Oh
Staff Writer
After a three-year hiatus, the Tay-
lor Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
(FCA) chapter has revived and begins 
its first full year as an official club 
on campus.
FCA president and junior Chris-
tian Allen, a member of the men’s 
basketball team, was surprised to 
find Taylor did not have an FCA club 
despite being a Christian university. 
He made starting an FCA chapter one 
of his goals when he came to Taylor. 
With that, he found some students 
who were passionate about FCA to 
join him, along with their faculty ad-
visor, coach Solomon Grimes from 
the men’s football team.
“(Student leaders) decided that we 
needed to get FCA going,” Allen said. 
“We were involved in FCA in high 
school or some point in our lives, 
and it has really changed how we 
(viewed) where we were at, whether 
it was high school or college.”
A typical FCA meeting lasts for 50 
minutes, where the night begins with 
an ice-breaker game. Following that 
is a 15 minute sermon, usually by a 
leader or an invited guest, where the 
group digs into scripture together. 
Then, students break up into small-
er groups to discuss the sermon 
and answer questions prompted by 
the speaker.
The return of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
UMC moving 
to a new place                     
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(L to R) Senior Nick Waskom and juniors Christian Allen, Bailey Zehr, Josh 
Lane and Aubrey Wright together form the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 
Muncie location will take on the full 
task of staying and assisting in the 
Upland location’s opening. The gen-
eral manager will take on the tasks of 
training servers, cooks and drivers.
Sophomore Sydney Peugh is looking 
to get a job at the new establishment.
“I have experience in food business 
and feel it’s a great way to get outside 
the ‘Taylor bubble’ and earn some ex-
tra money for school,” Peugh said.
Greek’s Pizzeria is located at 62 E. 
Berry St. next to Joe on the Go in the 
strip mall near Ivanhoe’s. According to 
an article published by the Marion (In-
diana) Chronicle-Tribune, the location 
will not open until early December.
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Two teams from Taylor were orig-
inally scheduled to participate in 
competition, but when another com-
petitor school failed to show for the 
competition, the judges requested a 
third team be formed. According to 
Spiegel, Taylor has done this in the 
past, and did so again when a group 
of alternates pulled together to form 
a third team to compete.
Sophomore Dustin Lin was on the 
third team that was formed from al-
ternates. This is his first year on the 
Ethics Bowl team.
“(I) felt like it was really great,” Lin 
said. “I got the experience as (a) first 
year (competitor), also getting the 
experience of how it runs and how 
good of a communicator you (can 
be) from it.”
According to senior Darrah Moul, 
the Ethics Bowl team normally meets 
about two hours per week. However, 
during preparation for the competi-
tion, Moul said the team averaged 8 
to 10 hours per week.
Moul said the team practiced so 
frequently every night they often got 
kicked out of the library.
“A lot of the fun is in the prepara-
tion,” Moul said. “(The night before,) 
we were saying that, ‘Let’s go do well 
so we can do this all over again.’ So 
we’re all looking forward to doing 
it again.”
Spiegel said the national compe-
tition will take place in the Hilton 
Palmer House Hotel in Chicago on 
March 3-4.
He relayed 36 teams are entered 
and will compete, with Taylor be-
ing one of the few Christian colleges 
in attendance.
“I really enjoy the people on the 
team,” Holleman said. “For me . . . 
the main benefit of Ethics Bowl (is) 
the group of people that you get to 
spend a lot of time with. You’re work-
ing (toward) a goal, and it’s kind of the 
idea of struggling together makes you 
closer, and I’m excited that we get to 
do it again.”
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During this time, students get to-
gether to hear each other speak and 
talk about what is going on in their 
lives. Before the night of fellowship 
ends, the whole group gathers to 
pray. Snacks are also provided at ev-
ery meeting.
“One of the concerns for FCA at 
the beginning of the year was that 
we don’t want this to feel like chap-
el; Taylor has so many Christian-led 
events that we don’t want this to feel 
like another obligated Christian ser-
vice,” Allen said. “We wanted this to 
be (a time) of hearing students talk 
and being with each other and hav-
ing fun with games. One thing we 
really focus on is being with one an-
other and hearing each other’s voic-
es and being together.”
For student leader and junior 
Josh Lane, FCA is a great way to 
grow closer with students around 
campus, to help each other through 
struggles and celebrate each oth-
er’s victories.
Despite its name, the club is open 
to all, whether or not the student is 
a collegiate athlete. According to Al-
len, the word ‘athlete’ is used to in-
teract with people who may come 
from an athletic background.
“Everybody is an athlete in their 
own way, whether it comes from 
playing intramural(s) to back in 
high school playing sports to horse-
back riding, anything that makes ev-
erybody an athlete, no matter what 
it is,” Allen said. “It doesn't have 
to be anything even physical, we 
want to accept everyone, and we 
want everyone to be there because 
we enjoy being with one another 
and fellowshipping.”
Lane hopes FCA is a place where 
students can go to feel encouraged 
by God’s Word and by different stu-
dents and athletes around cam-
pus who are going through similar 
things. He finds FCA encouraging 
and loves the friendships he has 
made there.
FCA is not restricted to Taylor’s 
campus, as the club has been in con-
tact with multiple other FCA clubs, 
known as huddles, including being 
involved in Fields of Faith. The club 
is trying to get in contact with local 
Wes-Del High School’s FCA huddle 
to have college leaders share from a 
college-aged athlete’s point of view 
about what FCA is about and what 
it means to them.
The club is looking forward to join-
ing the FCA College Night of Worship, 
where huddles from different univer-
sities meet and worship together.
“(FCA) is a really good experience 
to get to know other athletes and be 
able to talk about our faith on a deep-
er level than what is already exposed 
to us at Taylor,” women’s basketball 
player and sophomore Becca Buchs 
said. “I really like the lighthearted-
ness at the beginning, to be able to 
just meet other people, and just have 
fun, but also get on a deeper level to 
learn more about other people’s faith 
and how to grow my own.”
FCA meets every Thursday at 8 








“You cannot change a group of people’s religion, for 
instance, without impacting their sense of family.”
Some major changes
The Bridge is one of the local businesses participating in Small Business Saturday.
Support Grant County 
in the season of giving
Emily Rachelle Russell
Staff Writer
On Saturday, Nov. 25, local business-
es in Grant County will be participat-
ing in a special national sales event 
known as Small Business Saturday.
Founded by American Express 
and scheduled between Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday, Small Business 
Saturday is a day for individuals to 
participate in and contribute to 
their own community. 
According to Grant County Eco-
nomic Growth Council’s Victoria 
Herring, director of business devel-
opment and operations, and Mikay-
la Marazzi, director of marketing 
and communications, it’s a day for 
Photograph by Ellie Bookmyer
Small Business Saturday
Professor Robert Priest brings 
expertise to the new anthropology 
field of study at Taylor. 
Photograph by Ruth Flores-Orellana
customers who are looking to find 
a new favorite store, work on their 
Christmas shopping, get to know 
local business owners and meet 
the neighbors.
For college students, life can often 
be seen as transitory. Herring and 
Marazzi want students to see how 
many great businesses and experi-
ences are available off campus.
“I think (the benefit) can be two-
fold,” Herring said. “(Students) can re-
alize the community has a lot to offer 
them and that they have a lot to of-
fer the community, and it can start to 
create a really interactive relationship 
(with the community).”
Shoppers during the holiday sea-
son will often drive to big chain stores 
in nearby cities; Small Business Sat-
urday is about showing these shop-
pers everything they have available 
just down the street. Marazzi calls it 
“retail that is experiential.”
Businesses in Grant County in-
volved this year include Mama Pear-
son’s Soaporium, the Abbey Coffee 
Co., the Claire Clark Beauty Lounge 
and Boutique and more. Marion, In-
diana’s newspaper, the Chronicle-Tri-
bune, will have a special three-page 
ad spread featuring the businesses 
involved. According to Herring and 
Marazzi, many communities host 
local events for Small Business Sat-
urday. Grant County hopes to in-
corporate similar events in next 
year’s participation.
One participating business familiar 
to Taylor is The Bridge Cafe, located on 
Main Street in Upland. Nicholas Hin-
des, manager at The Bridge, is excited 
about a day for small businesses to go 
alongside the big store sales of Black 
Friday and online promotions of Cy-
ber Monday. He believes students as 
customers can have an impact on the 
Upland community by spending their 
money locally, and Small Business Sat-
urday is one way to do that.
“Taylor and Upland, they both sup-
port each other,” Hindes said. “They 
feed into each other. Taking money 
and taking business and putting it 
in a business that is not Taylor really 
brings further revitalization to the 
city of Upland, and that’s one of the 
missions we have (at The Bridge), is 
to be a common space for the city of 
Upland and for (Taylor).”
For more information on Small 
Business Saturday, visit the national 
website. An interactive map is avail-
able to display small businesses near 








A new major arrived on campus with 
Robert Priest, professor of anthropol-
ogy, this fall. Although the details are 
not yet finalized, anthropology will be 
offered as a hybrid major with sociol-
ogy or a minor by itself. Priest is very 
excited to begin this journey with the 
sociology department, which will soon 
be converted to the department of so-
ciology and anthropology.
“A major in anthropology is a very 
valuable thing because you are doing 
two things,” Priest said. “You are trying 
to understand Scripture, the message, 
and you’re trying to understand people.”
Nick Corduan, director of user ser-
vices, also has a history in anthro-
pology. He received his master’s in 
anthropology from the University of 
Alaska-Fairbanks and has taught as an 
adjunct in the past for various anthro-
pology courses. With the permanent 
addition of the field, he will be teach-
ing a few classes in semesters to come.
Priest grew up in Bulgaria, where 
his family worked with a hunter-gath-
erer group. After completing his sem-
inary work at Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School, he began preaching. 
According to Priest, he felt a discon-
nect between his teaching and his 
congregation. He found the bridge 
between was learning about humans 
at a deeper level — anthropology.
“What struck me in my preaching 
was that my college and seminary 
had prepared me very well to under-
stand the Bible, so I could prepare 
sermons,” Priest said. “But the people 
I was speaking to was a very different 
matter. I could see there were so many 
things I could see in front of me, but I 
couldn’t make any sense of (them). So I 
started spending a lot more time in my 
own preaching, reading things that are 
more sociological, more anthropolog-
ical, and finding it very helpful.”
The sociology and anthropology 
major is meant to be flexible. There 
are required major classes in both 
concentrations, but there is a lot of 
space to take related courses and drop 
and add classes as they go, according 
to Priest. Some offered in the spring 
will be cultural anthropology (ANT 
200) which fulfills the same require-
ments as SOC 200 previously did. Also 
offered as night classes are the anthro-
pology of magic, witchcraft and reli-
gion (ANT 315) and anthropology of sin, 
shame and guilt (ANT 380).
The mission of Taylor University is to 
develop servant leaders marked with 
a passion to minister Christ's redemp-
tive love and truth to a world in need, 
according to Taylor’s website.
“Taylor’s mission statement is about 
training disciples with passion,” Priest 
said. “So my verse that I like to use with 
anthropology is Proverbs 19:2. ‘It is not 
good to have passion without knowl-
edge nor to be hasty and miss the way.’”
Priest believes having no passion at 
all is better than having passion with-
out a good understanding of the sub-
ject. He uses anthropology as a means 
of understanding what he is passion-
ate about. He desires to bring that 
knowledge to Taylor.
“If we’re trying to fix someone and 
we don’t know what we’re doing, we’ll 
muck it up royal,” Priest said.
According to Corduan, Priest brings 
a strong sense of academic discipline 
to the field of study with a concentra-
tion in the human experience.
Priest worked closely with Steve 
Bird and Michael Jessup, both profes-
sors of sociology, to make this major 
possible. They will both be teaching 
courses in the sociology and anthro-
pology department, along with Cor-
duan and Priest.
“You cannot change a group of 
people’s religion, for instance, with-
out impacting their sense of family,” 
Corduan said. “I try to end every se-
mester by summing it up this way: 
anthropology helps you to act in a 







UMC entering  
into a new building
Grace Hooley 
Staff Writer
Stacks of chairs line the halls of 
the new Upland United Methodist 
Church (UMC) building, symbolizing 
the people that will soon fill them. 
It’s an empty room with a wooden 
stage on one end. It’s not a cold, life-
less space; it’s a blank slate ready for 
new memories and new encounters 
with God.
UMC has spent the past year in the 
process of moving from one building, 
recently bought by Taylor, to another, 
located at the intersection of Eighth 
and Washington streets. Project man-
ager Tammy Neel, wife of UMC Pastor 
Rob Neel, is the head of this project.
Volunteers have been flowing into 
UMC’s new building. According to 
Tammy Neel, about 95 percent of the 
people who have come to help have 
been volunteers. They do anything 
from lifting heavy objects to clean-
ing chairs. Volunteers leave feeling 
accomplished, and all the help is ap-
preciated and has shown the Neels 
that God is definitely a part of UMC 
changing buildings.
“Volunteering was fun,” said senior 
Jori Hanna, a UMC attendee and vol-
unteer. “It was really great to have the 
opportunity to connect more with the 
community and get to know more of 
the people at the church.”
The Neels’ hope for this new build-
ing is twofold: that it would offer more 
room for attendees and that it would 
allow more access for those with 
physical disabilities. Their goal right 
now is for completion of the building 
and for their certificate of occupan-
cy, a document received from the lo-
cal government saying the building 
has complied with applicable build-
ing codes and other laws. It also in-
dicates the building is in a condition 
suitable for occupancy.
The next step for the church af-
ter completion is called “phase two,” 
and it encompasses building a kitch-
en within the church. After that, the 
church has more construction proj-
ects and ideas lined up. Tammy Neel 
will continue to be the project man-
ager through all of these projects. 
The Neels are excited to be a bless-
ing to the community and to students 
at Taylor. This process has brought 
many challenges for the church and 
its leaders, but they are trusting in 
God through these final steps.
“It has been more challenging than 
we thought, but it has been good,” 
Rob Neel said.
In this time, Rob Neel has seen God’s 
provision through financial issues. He 
feels he is very frugal, but he is learning 
to trust God with this fact. In this way, 
God is reminding him to trust.
Empty rooms and empty chairs will 
soon be filled with people longing to 
hear God’s voice. Changing buildings 
hasn’t been the easiest for UMC, but ev-
eryone involved has fully experienced 
God in the process. UMC’s new build-
ing will be completed in the near future, 
and volunteers, the Neels and everyone 
in between are excited to be a part of 
the next project God leads them into.
“I think this building will be a real-
ly good step for our growing church,” 
Hanna said. “It's less central to the 
town, which is a downside, but there 
is more space for the growing congre-
gation, and we'll be able to serve more 
people as a result. I'm excited to see 
what the future holds.”
echo@taylor.edu
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How Ed Meadors 
began his own forest
Becca Eis 
Staff Writer
Many Taylor students will say they 
appreciate the beauty of trees in the 
fall, but trees hold a special place in 
the heart of Ed Meadors, professor of 
biblical studies.
Meadors began his own tree farm 
in 1998 after acquiring 25 acres south 
of Upland. He initially became inter-
ested in this land from camping at a 
property nearby with family friends. 
When he found out the land previ-
ously owned by deceased commu-
nity member Carl “Hoggy” Miller 
was up for auction, he, Department 
Chair and professor of computer sci-
ence and engineering Art White, and 
former professor of physics and engi-
neering Hank Voss Sr., purchased the 
land together and split the 80 acres 
among themselves.
“My passion was for the trees, for 
the forest, and when I discovered that 
we had some unforested land I looked 
into what it would take to plant a 
small scale tree farm,” Meadors said.
Upon an internet search, Meadors 
quickly realized he could obtain 100 
seedlings of different native species 
for a small price through the state if 
he registered the land as a certified 
forest. Since then, Meadors has built 
and moved into a house on his sec-
tion of the land and has planted over 
250 trees in his personal forest.
Meadors carefully selects each 
tree he plants based on its spe-
cies and where it will thrive, tak-
ing access to shade, sun and water 
into consideration. Trees that can 
be seen in his forest include hick-
ory, walnut and wild black cherry 
trees. His favorite, however, is the 
white oak.
“It’s a special thing for me to see 
a white oak because it’s just such a 
noble tree,” Meadors said. “I mean, 
its wood is strong and resilient and 
holds up in the water. . . . There are 
a lot of biblical illusions, too. Isa-
iah calls the people of Judah ‘oaks 
of righteousness.’”
Meadors treks through his forest at 
least once a week, enjoying the scen-
ery and taking in God’s creation. He 
also collects stones, which he uses to 
build walkways.
Meadors has also been known to 
invite students along on his weekly 
excursions, sharing his knowledge 
beyond the classroom walls and the 
constraints of curriculum.
"There are just countless illustra-
tions you can use . . . relating to soil and 
stones and trees and animals and so 
forth that really work well in a teach-
ing context,” Meadors said “It is an in-
teresting diversion from the content.”
As for the future of his forest, 
Meadors is hesitant to harvest the 
trees, knowing the harvesting pro-
cess will result in sacrificing the beau-
ty of the landscape he’s cultivated for 
so many years. But for now, he and 
his students will continue enjoying 
the view.
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Trusting God at blank slates
Professor Ed Meadors poses with 
his tree farm that he has been 
growing for almost 20 years. 
After leaving this building, the Upland United Methodist Church will move into 
another building located at the intersection of Eighth and Washington streets.
Walking in a  
wooded wonderland 
The Upland United Methodist Church (UMC) is currently leaving 
the building here which was bought by Taylor for $1. 
For the old building, Taylor is seeking 
ideas for potential uses of the space.
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“My passion was for the trees, for the forest, and 
when I discovered that we had some unforested 
land I looked into what it would take to plant a 
small scale tree farm.”
Walking in a wooded wonderland
Have you ever wanted to contribute for tHe ecHo? 
email ecHo@taylor.edu for more details.
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Viewing roadside attractions are fun 
ways to break up the monotony of 
a long car ride, but sometimes they 
can feel a bit anticlimactic: you un-
load from the vehicle, shuffle around 
a quirky property, snap a few pic-
tures, then pile back in the car to re-
sume your journey. But what if you 
did something interactive, hands-on 
and fun? What if you could contrib-
ute your own personal touch to one of 
these fun spectacles, thereby increas-
ing its renown?
You can do so if you visit Alexan-
dria, Indiana. This is the location 
of the world’s largest ball of paint, 
a massive, bulging orb of color that 
weighs more than two and a half tons. 
Currently, there are more than 25,700 
layers of paint on it.
But how did this begin? 
“It all started when (Mike Carmi-
chael, the ball’s creator) was a junior 
in high school,” said Glenda Carmi-
chael, Mike Carmichael’s wife. “He 
and a friend were throwing a base-
ball back and forth, and one of 
them dropped it in some paint. So, 
when they found it the next day, 
they wrapped a wire around it and 
started painting it, and it lasted for 
two years.”
That was the accidental ball. Af-
ter those two years and 1,000 coats, 
it was retired. It wasn’t until 1977, 
when the Carmichaels’ son was three 
years old, that they decided to be-
gin a new ball of paint, which is the 
one visitors can view and add to, 
though never intended to be public, 
according to Glenda Carmichael. Yet 
now they’ve had people from all 50 
states represent themselves on it in 
paint, and, as if that wasn’t impres-
sive enough, people from over 50 
countries have visited.
When painters arrive, there are 
six colors to pick from, which usu-
ally include shades of red, blue, 
green, purple and teal. Painting 
can take some time since the ball 
is quite large, but it only takes 
about 15 minutes for each coat to 
dry since the Carmichaels have set 
up two industrial fans around the 
ball. Once a coat is complete, the 
painter receives an official certifi-
cate to commemorate the contribu-
tion. And, by the way, adding a new 
layer is free. However, donations are 
highly encouraged.
There is also a gift shop with 
t-shirts available for purchase. The 
donations and sales money all go 
to purchasing more paint so peo-
ple can continue to take part in, en-
joy and marvel at the world’s largest 
ball of paint.
For anyone hungry after painting 
or wanting something to snack on, 
Glenda Carmichael recommends 
visiting the Pure and Simple Restau-
rant, which is part of Gaither Family 
Resources in Alexandria.
For visits to the world’s largest ball 
of paint, the Carmichaels ask tour-
ists to call ahead to (765) 724-4088 
to schedule an appointment.
echo@taylor.edu
Not all traditions  




Okay, so you’re hosting Thanksgiving 
dinner. It doesn’t matter how it hap-
pened — maybe it’s longstanding tra-
dition, or maybe your aunt Carol is 
bedridden with influenza — whatever 
the reason, you now bear the horrify-
ing weight of a family’s expectations.
Here’s the problem. Thanksgiving 
isn’t like other holidays. You can’t just 
order a nice-ish pizza and buy a pack-
age of frosted sugar cookies from Mei-
jer like you could at Christmas. There 
are no presents to serve as a distrac-
tion. No, every single person who 
shows up at your door — braving the 
minefield of family drama that is sure 
to claim more than a few victims each 
year — is there for one reason: food.
So what are you going to make? 
Beyond the obvious, I mean. Turkey, 
rolls and mashed potatoes with gra-
vy go without saying. The key to a 
truly excellent Thanksgiving dinner 
is the side dishes. But there’s only so 
much time to stitch these together, 
and the list of “traditional” sides is 
long enough that the turkey may be 
done before you’ve finished reading.
You’re going to have to pick and 
choose anyway, so, while we’re at it, 
we’re going to prune out the weak 
links that somehow find their way 
onto our Thanksgiving tables every 
year. Stick with me here — I prom-
ise this will pay off.
First things first — ditch the 
cranberry sauce. Nothing against 
cranberries — they’re quite good, 
actually. The common canned 
sauce variety though, is just bad. 
Anything that comes out of a can 
as a perfect mold of that can should 
be viewed with healthy suspicion. 
And then there’s the leftovers fac-
tor — who wants to eat cranberry 
sauce two days after Thanksgiving?
While we’re on the subject of 
strange, gooey substances, let’s talk 
about Jell-O salad. Maybe you’re 
lucky and haven’t heard of it before 
— it’s definitely a holdover from 
Thanksgivings of decades past 
— but this molded mass of gelatin, 
marshmallows and canned fruits 
has stuck around like a stubborn 
Halloween zombie. Steer clear.
Next, we’re going to have to take 
a bigger risk. It’s time to cut green 
bean casserole. There’s usually a 
few people who like this dish, so 
be careful, but these are the sort 
of people who are happy when 
they’re served green beans anyway. 
For everyone else, adding a few 
onion straws and some cream of 
mushroom soup isn’t going to make 
beans magically taste good.
Now that you have some extra 
time and space on your table, let’s 
fill it with some better options. 
First, if you have the budget and 
time for it, ham is a great comple-
mentary option for turkey. Some 
people just prefer red meat to white 
meat, and they’ll be thanking you 
all afternoon. Add some pineapple 
sauce and you’ll have a true second 
foundation for your meal.
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Painting a different kind of picture
Rethinking the Thanksgiving table
 The world’s largest ball of paint in all its glory.Visitors can add to the ball of paint 
by rolling their color of choice.
With exquisite-looking dishes such as these, it’s hard to imagine executing one’s own Thanksgiving plans without a mishap.
Brecken’s 
BRE AKD O W N
Something I say a lot? I love people.
Something I mean whenever I say 
it? I love people.
Something I strive to do? I 
love people.
Something I don’t always do well?
Love People.
Throughout this semester, I’ve re-
ally realized just how much I say 
that . . . that I love people. And I see 
it, sometimes, how I do love people 
well — surprising a friend with a cup 
of coffee to help brighten a rough day, 
sneaking a note of encouragement on 
their whiteboard so they know some-
one sees them or inviting them to my 
apartment to know they are welcome 
there . . . but I don’t do that all the time.
Sometimes I do a lot of complain-
ing, or I get frustrated quickly. Some-
times I let my reactions get the best 
of me and I forget for a little too long 
that you’re a human being who has 
emotions and experiences . . . and that 
is not cool. And most of the time, I’m 
somewhere in between those spaces.
A place where I do a lot of this is 
when I tell someone, “Let’s get coffee 
soon” as I squeeze a hand goodbye. Or 
I’ll say, “We should hang out this week” 
although we both know classes, meet-
ings and, well, sleep, will be taking up 
the majority of our 
time. What I do is 
cram in some type 
of conversation in 
that awkward half 
hour on Wednes-
days before class 
because I haven’t 
seen you in two weeks. Or asking you 
“How are you?” on the sidewalk as we 
walk opposite directions.
The hardest thing about that is that 
I genuinely mean those things when I 
say them. And I know that you do too.
We do want to get coffee. We do 
want to watch a movie and catch up. 
Sometimes, those awkward half-hour 
small-talk conversations are so life-giv-
ing because at least we get to see one 
another for a little bit. And if we could, 
we would stop mid-stride to hug and 
listen to each other about how we’re 
really not okay. But we don’t.
We’re working ourselves into the 
ground because we think we can do 
it all; we think we can be everyone’s 
best friend and do our homework 
and all of the extracurriculars. We 
spread ourselves too thin because of 
pressures from others as well as our-
selves to perform perfectly, to serve 
perfectly — to love people perfectly.
So I’m here to tell you something: 
You do not have to be everything 
and everyone’s everything. In fact, 
you don’t have to be anyone or any-
thing’s everything.
Last week at Stand Up for Your 
Sibling, when the question “Have 
you ever felt lonely at Taylor?” was 
asked, the majority — if not every-
one — stood up for the anonymous 
peer they were representing. Almost 
everyone . . . and only a fraction of 
the student body was in Rediger that 
Thursday. Imagine if the entire stu-
dent body had filled out those sur-
veys, how many of us would have had 
to stand for someone around us?
“Community” and “intentional” are 
tired words on Taylor’s campus — 
we’re tired people. We’re always go-
ing, always busy, always living in this 
community, but have we ever tak-
en the time to stop and really think 
about the “community” we’re build-
ing? Why does this intentional com-
munity feel lonely?
It’s not because we don’t care, be-
cause I think we do care. But, some-
times we go a bit overboard and try 
to make everyone feel less lonely, 
Next, substitute your green bean 
casserole with corn chowder. This 
soup should’ve become a staple of 
Thanksgiving dinners years ago. 
It has some of the holiday’s most 
signature flavors in corn and po-
tatoes and you can throw in bacon 
for good measure. Having a soup 
will provide a nice contrast to the 
meats and stuffing as well.
Another great side option is 
baked macaroni and cheese. The 
beauty of this dish is that it’s cheap, 
easy to prepare and popular. Best of 
all, it’s customizable. If you’re short 
on time or want a lighter option, 
just find a simple mac and cheese 
recipe and put it in the oven. If you 
want to go all out, you can add ba-
con, onion or pepper.
So now you have a game plan 
— or, at least, the game plan I’d 
choose. You know your family bet-
ter than I do. Maybe they hate mac-
aroni and cheese, or maybe they 
couldn’t live without cranberry 
sauce. The point is, Thanksgiving 
dinner shouldn’t be about bringing 
the same foods to the table every 
year just because someone, some-
where, sometime decided it was 
tradition. Find what you love and 
make your own traditions.They’ll 
be far more special to your family 
than Jell-O salad.
echo@taylor.edu




Everyone isn't for everyone
which really only amplifies the prob-
lem. I think we need to reframe our 
idea of “caring,” because caring does 
not mean being best friends with ev-
eryone and having 8 million coffee 
dates and meetings every week, or 
going to every event and being in ev-
ery cabinet. 
We can’t sustain deep, healthy, 
growing relationships with everyone 
— that’s something I’m still learning 
. . . every day. I physically, emotional-
ly, mentally and spiritually cannot do 
that; I don’t think you can either. So 
what do we do? 
I don’t know if I have all of the an-
swers right now, but I know that love 
and loneliness are at odds with each 
other. So, we need to start small. We 
need take a step back and look at our 
lives and see where we may be stretched 
a little too thin; we have to admit to our-
selves that we really can’t do it all and 
that’s okay. We commit to coffee with a 
few, but are friendly to most.
Recognizing our limits doesn’t 
mean we don’t care, it simply means 
we know that we can’t love them or 
ourselves the best they deserve (or 
we deserve).
echo@taylor.edu
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all of campus 
to its latest event
Andrew Shriner
Contributor
International Student Society (ISS) 
is throwing a party on campus. Or, 
rather, a “Par-Tea.” If you like inter-
national coffee, tea, snacks and per-
formances, then this is your kind 
of party.
This year’s Par-Tea is a new spin on 
a time-tested event. Formerly known 
as the “International Coffeehouse,” 
the event has been a November tra-
dition since before this year’s seniors 
came to Taylor. When asked about 
the name change, ISS President and 
senior Sophia Hdija said it was a part 
of an attempt to communicate that 
the event is open to all students, not 
just international students.
“We want to communicate (the 
goal of the event) better,” Hdija said. 
“We really want people to know that 
we are super welcoming, and we 
want everyone to participate, and 
we want everyone to get involved 
and just feel welcomed.”
The Par-Tea aims to represent the 
various cultures represented at Tay-
lor through the foods and drinks 
available, as well as the internation-
ally-themed performances, such as 
a piece by "The Jungle Cats."
The event is very casual, and stu-
dents are invited to come and go as 
they please.
“Basically, it’s come, have fun, min-
gle, eat, drink,” said ISS Vice Presi-
dent and senior Gabriela Ortiz.
ISS puts on several events through-
out the year and wants all of their 
events to deepen connections be-
tween the student body and to help 
students — both American and in-
ternational — grow to understand 
one another’s cultures better.
Ortiz added that, in her mind and 
in the minds of many international 
students, everyone is an internation-
al student and we all have valuable 
culture to share.
“It’s just so cool because, you know, 
we all have something to share,” Or-
tiz said. “Like, ‘I didn’t know that 
works like that for you because for 
me it’s so different.’ And (Ameri-
cans) are international for us and 
we’re international for you, so we’re 
all internationals.”
ISS has placed a heavy emphasis 
on reaching out to the American stu-
dents this year.
Junior Madigan McKeough is a 
prime example of this. She is a mem-
ber of the ISS cabinet even though 
she is an American student.
“I’m extremely American literally 
in every way,” McKeough said. “I’m 
not (a Mu Kappa member), not any-
thing, and I’m just still accepted and 
loved in this environment of people, 
and they’re great! All Americans are 
welcome and can come!”
The Par-Tea is tonight at 7 p.m. in 
the LaRita Boren Campus Center, 
and ISS hopes to see all students — 
international and American — there 
to share coffee, drinks and snacks 
and enjoy cultural performances.
echo@taylor.edu
“Why does this intentional community 
feel lonely?”
Brecken's breakdown:  
Everyone isn't for everyone
November 17, 2017
Grace Todd‏ @gtodd135
Me: "can I have a piece of candy" 
Prof: "you can either have some 
candy or the assignment" 
Me: "I'll take the candy" #tayloru
Hannah @hannahqu33n
Just overheard someone at 
lunch say “I’m getting icecream... 
it’s basically just getting a 
drink.” Same dude, same. 
#goodconclusions #tayloru
Deborah‏ @settles_deborah 
We really had a 12 minute 
conversation with Dr. Rodman 
about Tswift and her new album 
right before our calc exam last 
night #priorities #tayloru
Lakota Hernandez‏ @khernando15   
*prof pulls up slide* 
Prof: "I don't even know what this 
is for" #TaylorU
Daniel Bowman Jr. @danielbowmanjr 
Found myself on the giving 
end of a *hold the door for guy 
still 8 ft away  so he has to do 
the awkward jog*. #TaylorU 
#ReadeCenter
Anna Kate‏ @laughingbanAnna
PSA: Now offering life advice, 
career coaching, tutoring, & after-
hours resume help in exchange 
for Casa tacos #tayloru
Kristina Rivera‏ @rivera_kristina
Every morning during the week 
the internet in Swallow Robin 
doesn’t work. I’m convinced 
Taylor doesn’t want us to truly 
flourish. #tayloru
Kristen Miyakawa @kristenmiya
Three most desired things at 
Taylor, in order: study rooms, date 
tables, good grades. #tayloru






“Looking for a man  
who can support my 
coffee addiction and  




“Life’s lit. Don’t quit!”
Biweekly
Pictures from preparation for the ISS coffeehouse in years past.
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The faint smell of finger paint 
mixed with the blinding fluorescent 
lights meant new opportunities to 
create. Tape, crayons and construc-
tion paper dotted the moon-shaped 
tables. There’s no doubt this is an 
elementary art classroom. 
   Taylor students majoring in art 
education and pre-art therapy are 
recreating the ways children in the 
community do art. On Fridays from 
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. for four weeks, sev-
en of these Taylor students taught art 
to children in the community.
“It gives me experience in teach-
ing art, being able to manage a 
space for art and also being able to 
connect with children and help fos-
ter their creativity through art,” said 
junior Hannah Tolentino, a pre-art 
therapy major.
As teachers unlock the doors to 
each of their individually themed 
classrooms, student creativity is soon 
also unlocked.
“It’s to activate their mind in a cre-
ative way,” said founder of the program 
Kathy Herrmann, the supervisor of 
this program and assistant professor 
of art education and pre-art therapy at 
Taylor. “They get excited, and they are 
very proud when they come and show 
their family the artwork. It’s good for 
teachers and it’s good for families to 
see what their children can do.”
Taylor art education and pre-art ther-
apy majors worked with a partner to 
create a weekly lesson plan, decorate 
the room and make or teach a proj-
ect. Themes included, the Wild West, 
“around the world,” with piñatas and 
decorations from China. underwater 
with seahorses dancing around the 
room and activism art. Most students 
liked the opportunity for hands-on expe-
rience with teaching, but some thought 
shorter class times would be easier.
“I love working with the kids,” said 
sophomore Leah Groeling, a pre-art 
therapy major. “They always bring 
me so much joy and brighten my day, 
(but) an hour and half of art can be 
difficult for . . .  them to focus.”
To cover general costs, parents 
paid $10 for each child in the pro-
gram. There were 23 children in 
the program this year, with every 
grade represented.
It’s taken some tweaking, but Her-
rmann believes she has the program 
down. She enjoys watching the chil-
dren grow and learn, and the parents 
of the children are encouraging as well.
“We have very supportive parents,” 
said Cindy Reishus, program assistant 
for the art department. “They’re (also) 
helpful. They don’t complain. (There 
is) very good interaction.”
In order to commemorate their suc-
cess, on Monday, Nov. 13, an art gallery 
opened exhibiting the children’s art. 
The teachers explained what the four 
weeks consisted of, and the parents 
were allowed to go into classrooms 
to view their children’s work.
Creativity is in the world all around us. 
You can find it in a magnificent painting 
at an expensive gallery, or you can find it 
in one of the Taylor classrooms where an 
art education or pre-art therapy student 
is teaching the next generation.
“I get excited seeing the children 
— just the excitement they have and 
showing the work they’ve made,” Her-
rmann said. “Just for children to feel 
proud of something they’ve accom-
plished is a good thing.”
echo@taylor.edu
I know I cannot 
be the only one 
who wonders ul-
timately where 
I will end up in 
life. Most people 
have already fig-
ured out exact-
ly what they are 
going to become. While others, like 
myself, are still looking for direction. 
Many films cover this kind of sub-
ject matter, in particular one that I 
watched recently.
Last month I saw the film “Night-
crawler,” which stars Jake Gyllen-
haal, Rene Russo and Bill Paxton. 
This film takes place within the 
electric nighttime atmosphere in 
downtown and suburban Los An-
geles. Featuring incredible perfor-
mances by all cast members, this is 
one of my favorite movies. I loved 
the gorgeous cinematography in 
capturing the grotesque nature of 
the Nightcrawlers.
The story follows main character 
Louis Bloom, played by Jake Gyl-
lenhaal, and his newly found ca-
reer path of racing to the scenes of 
violent crimes. He carries a video 
camera to capture graphic footage 
of each incident. His footage can 
be sold freelance to news organi-
zations that will run a story about 
it the morning after.
“If it bleeds, it leads,” said Bloom’s 
rival Joe Loder, played by Bill Paxton.
Not only does this film brilliantly 
capture Bloom’s exhilarating work 
with fantastic realism, it also offers a 
look at life within a breakneck busi-
ness which some of us might be in-
volved with one day.
“Nightcrawler” also explores many 
interesting moral and ethical ave-
nues that come along with quick de-
cision making.
Bloom has finally found some-
thing that he loves and is successful 
at doing, and he will do whatever it 
takes to hold onto it. Without mov-
ing into spoiler territory, Bloom does 
not simply live in the moment but 
constantly tries to think three steps 
ahead. This leads him down some 
slippery slopes, which provides some 
cling-to-your-seat moments for the 
viewing audience.
“Nightcrawler” has themes that 
can be relatable to Christians as 
well. When caught in a difficult sit-
uation, do we give in to the desires 
of others, or seek help from our suf-
fering? The answer lies in our reli-
ance on Jesus Christ. 
What these characters are caught 
up with is dangerous and will drive 
them to the edges of their morals. 
How we overcome obstacles and the 
choices we make are what define our 
personality and character. This is a 
double-edged sword, because these 
decisions, positive or negative, affect 
others as well.
“Nightcrawler” delivers a perfect-
ly paced narrative woven around the 
beginnings of Bloom’s career in the 
TV news business. Simultaneously, 
Gyllenhaal’s performance captures a 
kind of unchecked curiosity that may 
lie well-hidden within all of us.
The perfect casting, excellent sto-
rytelling and masterful script make 
“Nightcrawler” a must-view for film 
lovers and students alike.
echo@taylor.edu
Amid smoke, swords and gunfire, 
“Cyrano de Bergerac,” a tale of love 
and beauty, is told under the white-
washed arches of Paris in 1640.
The comedic tragedy of “Cyrano de 
Bergerac,” written by Edmond Rostand 
and translated by Anthony Burgess, is 
full of humor and heartfelt moments.
With candles flickering overhead 
and strands of French melodies fill-
ing the air, this classic romance will 
continue to unfold in Mitchell Theater 
tonight and tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. and 
on Sunday at 2 p.m. Swords and wits 
collide in this exquisite theater pro-
duction that analyzes society’s view 
of beauty. 
According to Assistant Director and 
senior Erin Davis, the play is about two 
passionate men in love with the same 
woman. One is very beautiful on the 
outside, but empty-headed, while the 
other is a brilliant poet, but possesses 
an abnormally large nose.
“The play focuses a lot on in-
ner beauty versus outer beauty and 
which one inspires true love,” said 
freshman Jed Barber, who plays the 
villain Count de Guiche. “I feel like in 
a lot of ways . . . we still have trouble 
distinguishing what is valuable — a 
person’s outside or inside character. 
Cyrano de Bergerac, the charis-
matic hero, uses his clever wit and 
piercing poetry to make fun of his 
enemies and please Roxane, the 
woman he secretly adores. Cyrano’s 
courageous exploits and brilliant 
satire win him both friends and en-
emies. The only thing keeping him 
from love is his nose. 
Cyrano flaunts his bravery and in-
telligence like he wears the white 
plume on his hat — with panache. 
Panache, a word coined in this play, 
means flamboyant confidence, and is 
the embodiment of who Cyrano is on 
the inside. 
“It (The panache) is sort of the rep-
resentation of his proud soul,” Barber 
said. “It is a very visible reminder of 
his inner nobility and beauty, although 
his outer appearance isn’t what people 
would call attractive.”
Cyrano desires to offer Roxane 
beauty while Christian de Neuvillette, 
handsome but empty-headed, longs to 
offer her intellect and wit. They real-
ize that together, with romantic words 
joined to outer beauty, they can woo 
her heart. As a result, Roxane falls in 
love with Cyrano’s words but Chris-
tian’s looks. 
“Roxane sees something in both 
men,” said senior John Broda, who 
plays Christian.
Broda says this play is just as rele-
vant now as it was when it was writ-
ten, and it makes society ask, “What 
are our standards of beauty?” He also 
says, as a Christian, this play makes 
the viewer consider what beauty is in 
God’s eyes. 
Through “Cyrano de Bergerac,” Tay-
lor Theatre provides the perfect envi-
ronment to examine the idea of beauty 
in an entertaining, hilarious way. 
Davis is concerned people will miss 
out on this compelling production be-
cause they won’t know what the play 
is about and will wait to see a different 
show instead. 
“I know that people are stressed 
right now, and they want to see 
something that will make them 
laugh,” Davis said. “This will make 
them laugh . . . it is a very funny play, 
but it will also get you thinking, so 
I’m hoping people will come to see it 





The beauty in ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’
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Art students teach   
the next generation
Students teaching art to 
children in the community
Still checking the radar  
for snow? Check here. 




Fort Wayne Civic 
Theatre’s winter show 
continues this week
Hannah Stumpf
Life & Times Co-Editor
Sophomore Leah Groeling  
and junior McKenna Gartzke  
pose with their students’ art.
On Nov. 4, the Fort Wayne Civic The-
atre (FWCT) opened its running of Ir-
ving Berlin’s “White Christmas.” This 
is an exciting season for the theater. 
Not only is this the 90th anniversary 
season, but patrons are encouraged to 
bring nonperishable food items for the 
Community Harvest food bank benefit.
The FWCT is possible through a 
special partnership with Rodgers and 
Hammerstein Theatricals. This pro-
duction features live orchestral per-
formances conducted by Larry Blank.
The production also includes sev-
eral Anthony award winning actors 
and actresses such as Michael Nelab-
orige (Bob Wallace), Ken Low (Gener-
al Henry Waverly) and Susan Domer 
(Martha Watson). Darby Bixler (Judy 
Haynes) was also part of the first 
production FWCT hosted of “White 
Christmas” eight years ago.
Many of these actors have worked 
together before, as evidenced by 
the chemistry between Nelaborige, 
Low and Emily Arata Grillo (Betty 
Haynes). In fact, they all collaborated 
in the FWCT’s longest running show, 
“Beauty and the Beast.”
Sophomore Vic Neideffer was at 
opening night with several other Tay-
lor students.
“I think the relationships between 
the characters worked well,” Neideffer 
said. “I think maybe Bob (Nelaborige) 
could’ve had a little more character de-
velopment like he does in the movie. 
But, overall, I think the actors and ac-
tresses did very well.”
Patrons can expect comedic breaks 
from actors Bridget E. Bogdon (Rita, 
Ensemble/Dancer) and Audra Ritten-
house (Rhonda, Ensemble/Dancer.). 
Of course, who can forget the lovable 
character of Ezekiel Foster, played by 
Paul R. Faulkner?
In terms of music, patrons will recog-
nize Christmas classics such as “Hap-
py Holiday,” “I’ve got Love to Keep Me 
Warm” and of course, “White Christmas.”
Choreographically speaking, most 
numbers are very simple, with the excep-
tion of “I Love a Piano” being a tap dance.
But how does this production com-
pare to the original, beloved film? Di-
rector Becky Niccum states in her 
director’s notes many of the songs 
were originally intended for other 
plays. The lyrics were reworked and 
made it into the film. Some include 
the lyrics to “Snow,”which was includ-
ed in the FWCT’s production. Surpris-
ingly, the title song was not originally 
intended for this film or play at all.
“The holiday classic song ‘White 
Christmas’ actually debuted in the 
movie Irving Berlin’s ‘Holiday Inn’ in 
1942,” Niccum said.
“I love ‘White Christmas’, and so I 
was really excited going into it.” Nei-
deffer said. I hadn’t seen it in any sort 
of show form before other than the film, 
so I just based most of my assumptions 
of what it was gonna be like from the 
film. And yeah, I think it matched up 
pretty well . . . like with the train scene, 
it’s a little bit different than in the movie 
. . . I think even all the little differences 
they had were needed for the setting.”
If still unsure about this production, 
there is a small twist involving audience 
participation during the opening and 
final numbers. Don’t forget to bring a 
nonperishable food item for the Com-
munity Harvest food bank benefit, as 
well. It will be sure to get theater-goers 
into the Christmas spirit.
echo@taylor.edu
Senior Sean Sele plays Cyrano de Bergerac, a master of words, wit and intellect.
Ragueneau, played by senior Andrew Paul Davis,  
shares his poetry with patrons in his pastry shop.
Photograph provided by Hannah Stumpf
Grace Hooley 
Staff Writer
Photograph provided by  McKenna Gartzke
A local student tries on her  
mask at the student art gallery.
Photograph provided by  McKenna Gartzke
‘Nightcrawler’ sure to 
set your skin crawling




‘Nightcrawler’ premiered in  
2014 as a thriller sure to deliver.
Photograph provided by Nightcrawler Facebook page
Want to contribute 
to the Echo?
Contact us at 
echo@taylor.edu
“As teachers unlock the doors to each of their 
individually themed classrooms, student creativity 
is soon also unlocked.”
Art students teach the next generation
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Student reads ‘race 
rash’ piece from the 
Civil Rights trip
Rachel Campbell
Contributor   
This past week-
end, I had the 
privilege of go-
ing on the Civ-
il Rights trip. 
While we were 
riding on the 
bus watching 
a documentary about people’s lives 
torn apart for the sake of the move-
ment, a friend came over to me and 
whispered, “Have you seen this?” and 
showed me a picture of an article en-
titled, “Race is the rash we shouldn’t 
scratch.” As I read it, tears filled my 
eyes . . . we’d just walked across the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge, where hundreds 
of black people had marched in hopes 
of being able to secure their right to 
vote, only to be beaten in what is re-
membered as “Bloody Sunday.” Every-
thing felt so close. After I finished the 
article, we stopped at a memorial on 
the side of a highway commemorat-
ing Viola Liuzzo, a white woman who 
was shot and killed by white suprem-
acists while carpooling black people 
from Montgomery to Selma after the 
march. From there, we continued on 
to the church where Martin Luther 
King, Jr. pastored, and then we visit-
ed his parsonage. I touched the div-
ot in his front porch from where his 
house, with his wife and infant child 
inside, was bombed. I couldn’t stop 
thinking about the article and ask-
ing, “How can someone believe this 
is all irrelevant?”
On the trip, we regularly inter-
acted with people whose lives have 
been dramatically affected by racism 
in the U.S. The woman who gave us 
a tour of MLK’s parsonage, Shirley 
Cherry, Ph.D., was an amazing wom-
an, but her story and who she is to-
day was shaped by racism. She was 
Divided neighborhoods 









that is faced 
can be changed, 
but nothing can be changed until it is 
November 17, 2017
“Gentrification continues the cycle of whites having 
more home improvement resources. Not discussing 
these issues would only allow the never-ending cycle  
of segregation to continue.”










Professor challenges lack    
of theological rationale
The chapel gauntlet 
has been thrown down; 
will anyone pick it up?
Richard Smith
Faculty Contributor   
The other day, 
I read Hoback 
Fisher’s “Chap-
el: a letter from 
a concerned 
student” re-
garding th e 
chapel program 
at Taylor. I was immediately struck 
that we had a student who was in-
sightful, articulate and downright 
gutsy enough to write such a piece, 
particularly in light of the confines of 
that genre.
I think Hoback has sensed the strat-
egy of empty rhetoric that conceals 
the general theological vacuity which 
tends to dominate our scene, or (dare 
I say it) the general resistance to seri-
ous theological reflection that reigns 
here — especially the sort of theo-
logical reflection that has the poten-
tial to practically correct what we do 
here. It is important to note that Ho-
back was not speaking as some stu-
dent who was just upset over some 
chapel message that he did not like. 
He seems to acknowledge the poten-
tial benefits of engaging messages/
arguments with which one may dis-
agree. Rather, Hoback focused his 
critique on the chapel that was sup-
posed to be “the chapel about chapel” 
and found it empty. What is more, if I 
understand him aright, he is suspect-
ing that chapel is not merely devoid 
of vision, but rather is not being hon-
est (or is perhaps unaware) regarding 
what ideological vision is actually 
driving it.
Not long ago, students in my poetic 
and wisdom literature class told me 
of their frustration with speakers in 
various campus venues of late who 
talk at length about subjects but nev-
er actually come out and predicate 
anything about those subjects. The 
rhetoric being employed left everyone 
free to download their own meaning 
into the words. When my students 
asked me how they should respond 
to such discourse, I said they should 
challenge it and demand some sub-
stance. Hoback, I am pleased to see, 
has now thrown down the gauntlet.
My concern is that no one who is 
responsible for constructing the vi-
sion for Taylor’s chapel program (and 
I do not think it is Campus Pastor Jon 
Cavanagh who is actually responsi-
ble for this) will pick up the gaunt-
let that Hoback has thrown down. 
That gauntlet is a challenge to pro-
vide a theological rationale for chap-
el. Worse, I fear that, in the event the 
gauntlet is not picked up, no one who 
is responsible will have enough integ-
rity to openly admit that they are un-
able to pick it up. Hoback’s critique 
is no doubt painful for some to read, 
and no doubt some will even bristle 
at the charges, others mystified. But 
I hope that Hoback does not get writ-
ten off or attacked ad hominem, as so 
often happens. I, for one, as a Chris-
tian teacher and biblical scholar, am 
sympathetic to Hoback’s case. If we 
want to emphasize experience, well, 
mine has paralleled Hoback’s on nu-
merous occasions throughout my 17 
years here at Taylor.
It often takes a great deal of energy 
for me to force my thoughts to the 
surface in the form of spoken or writ-
ten words. Consequently, I have to be 
mindful of their potential to come out 
under a lot of pressure, inasmuch as 
such intensity is off-putting to many. 
Nevertheless, the fire in my belly 
has grown of late, and I care far less 
than I ever did before about attacks 
that may come my way. I have grown 
weary of watching students and col-
leagues commit intellectual and 
spiritual hara-kiri for the sake of ap-
peasing those emotional forces mon-
gering desperately (and sometimes 
viciously) in the Taylor community 
for some misconstrued feelings of 
“togetherness.”
Hoback has thrown down a gaunt-
let regarding the theological rationale 
for Taylor’s chapel program. But that 
challenge, I submit to you, is actual-
ly the tip of a much bigger iceberg, 
in as much as this university has not 
come to grips with the theological 
rationale for its existence. That lacu-
na is now showing up in vacuums all 
across the institution, from chapel, 
to the foundational core curriculum, 
to student development, to academ-
ics, to administration and all the way 
up to the board of trustees. The same 
old clichés and verbal retreats to the 
language of “what makes Taylor Tay-
lor” won’t cut it anymore, and, truth 
be told, they never really did. It’s just 
that the current state of our culture 
and the pattern of the times have ex-
posed our incapacity.
The integration of faith and learn-
ing refers to a theological quest for 
coherence across all the fields of 
knowledge. It is a highly spiritual ex-
ercise that encompasses very hard 
work, which includes the sort of rig-
orous criticism and assessment that 
only love can drive. It is fundamental-
ly an act of worship. Taylor as a whole, 
and not just its chapel program, is 
suffering from a lack of that kind of 
worship. Unfortunately, resistance to 
this sort of serious theological reflec-
tion and correction is the hallmark of 
the worst kind of fools, so that “they 
know not over what they stumble” 
(Proverbs 1:7; 4:19; 12:1).
Here are seven things that I would 
suggest need to happen. First, chapel 
should no longer be broadcast online, 
so that its energies may be free to fo-
cus squarely and unreservedly on the 
spiritual needs and edification of those 
who are actually at Taylor. Second, 
there needs to be a series of chapels 
devoted to explaining what Christian 
theology is, why it matters to everyone 
and what the Bible has to do with it. 
Third, a series of chapels then needs 
to follow which are devoted to explain-
ing what Christian community is, how 
we know it, what distinguishes it from 
other notions of community, what ac-
tually creates it or destroys it and what 
its purpose is. Fourth, a chapel series 
then needs to be devoted to explicit-
ly outlining what the New Testament 
teaches regarding the nature of Chris-
tian discipleship. Fifth, all this needs to 
be framed with an attitude of repen-
tance for our unteachable stubborn-
ness and our proneness to sabotage all 
good and healthy processes, because 
all true learning is conditional upon re-
pentance and the willingness to check 
one’s ego. Sixth, a final series of cha-
pels then needs to take place in which 
several departments in the university 
take time to explain what their disci-
plines have to do with theology and 
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on how we answer the question, “Does 
(or should) race matter?”
One complicating factor in collec-
tive efforts to answer that question is 
ambiguity of the phrase — we’re not 
even speaking the same language in 
this crucial discussion. Here are two 
meanings of “Race doesn’t matter” 
that I hear commonly employed:
(1) Race doesn’t make you fit a ste-
reotype. Therefore, race shouldn’t 
automate my attitude toward, and 
subsequent treatment of, you.
(2) Race doesn’t meaningfully con-
tribute to deep identity. Therefore, 
race shouldn’t affect life much, and I 
7
shouldn’t take race into account when 
I contemplate who you are.
While most of us agree with (1), we’re 
divided on (2). Does or doesn’t race 
contribute to deep identity?
I suggest yet another language ambi-
guity as the culprit: what do we mean 
by “race”? To some, typically, those of 
us who don’t have daily experienc-
es that remind us what race we are, 
race equates roughly to physical ap-
pearance, maybe with some expiring 
historical weight attached. To others, 
race has many more identity-relevant 
implications: it writes culture and 
tradition; it affects daily experience 
and interactions; it signifies inherit-
ed history that still is relevant today; 
it is roots that encompass both beau-
ty and struggle. Try reading (2) again 
replacing the word “race” with “physi-
cal appearance.” Now read it replacing 
“race” with “my roots.” See how differ-
ently it reads.
I happen to accept the latter defi-
nition of “race”; I believe race is much 
more than physical appearance. This 
makes me agree with statement (1) 
above but disagree with (2). In brief, 
I believe that while (1) describes a 
dehumanizing acknowledgement 
of race, (2) describes a humanizing 
acknowledgement of race, a type of ac-
knowledgement that should be hap-
pening. We mustn’t conflate the two 
with sloppy communication.
Clarity in language can eliminate 
a lot of unnecessary tension right off 
the bat. If you say, “Race doesn’t mat-
ter” to someone who has experienced 
race-related hurt, that may translate 
as, “Your struggle is fake,” or, “Your 
pain is self-imposed.” If you say, “Race 
does matter” to someone who has 
hardly considered what color they are 
before and has been taught that see-
ing color is prejudice, that may trans-
late as, “I can’t see past your color to 
your heart.” No need to kick off this im-
portant conversation with apparent 
insults. Unintended insults yield not 
only difficult emotions but inefficient 
communication. A clearer way to de-
bate whether race matters is to start 
with, “Why does (or doesn’t) race mat-
ter to you?” See what “matter” means 
to them. See what “race” means to 
them. Language clarity won’t make 
us agree on everything — the prob-
lems we discuss are so much bigger 
than mere linguistic misunderstand-
ing — but at the very least it can help 
us achieve genuine communication.
echo@taylor.edu
Race is the cancer we must address
born in the height of segregation; she 
was raised to never look a white per-
son in the eyes. This woman fought 
for everything she earned and now 
has her doctorate, and she will nev-
er be who she is without the narra-
tive of racism. In fact, every person 
on the trip had in some way felt the 
effects of racism; Malcolm X and 
the Black Panthers being demon-
ized in today’s retelling of history, 
white people feeling uncomfortable 
talking about race, black people — 
men, women and children — being 
killed by police, parents having to 
raise their black children in distinct-
ly different ways than white children; 
they have to have “the talk” about 
what to do if they get pulled over by 
police, they often don’t let their chil-
dren even play with water guns or 
Nerf guns.
“Learning about how people — 
both black and white — bled and died 
just so that I could sit here and be at 
the same school with white people 
who are this ignorant . . . it was just a 
lot to take in,” said junior Halie Ow-
ens. “The ramifications of white su-
periority are very real — (they) always 
have been and continue to be.”
I could see how, if racism was sole-
ly an interpersonal problem, choos-
ing to stop “itching the rash” would 
be an effective method of eradicat-
ing racism — though a skin rash 
still requires treatment. But it’s not 
just interpersonal. It’s systemic. Be-
cause we live in a fallen world, our 
systems themselves are corrupt, not 
just the people within them. To say 
something that ripped our country 
apart — and still causes divisions 
today — doesn’t matter minimizes 
and discredits these people’s stories 
and experiences — something God 
certainly doesn’t call us to do. He, in 
fact, celebrates our differences and 
cares deeply about our different lived 
experiences as a result of these dif-
ferences. The article moved me to 
tears because it made my heart ache 
for the people of color I know and 
love as well as for those who I don’t 
know on campus who had to read 
their stories, lives and identities be-
ing devalued and discredited before 
the entire campus.
“Rash” feels like an accurate yet 
problematic analogy for racism; 
accurate in that it implies there is 
something wrong with your skin, but 
problematic in that rashes are topical. 
A better medical comparison for rac-
ism, implicit bias and prejudice might 
be cancer. It spreads quickly; it is not 
easily cured. It is widespread, both 
internal and external. And, perhaps 
most importantly, it kills. To ignore 
it would simply accelerate the growth 
of the body count — the black and 
brown body count. So no, racism is 
not a rash. It’s a cancer.
echo@taylor.edu
faced.” Last week in the Echo, there 
was an opinion piece that argued rac-
ism will end if we quit talking about 
race. Having studied racial issues this 
semester through my participation in 
Taylor Theatre’s production of “Cly-
bourne Park,” I feel compelled to write 
a response.
One of my main points of conten-
tion with last week’s article is the idea 
we should “stop talking about race…
as if it is something that permeates 
our society.” Take a look at neighbor-
hoods throughout the United States. 
Redlining, the discriminatory practice 
of lenders refusing to lend money to 
borrowers in certain neighborhoods, 
and gentrification, the process of dis-
placing poor (often minority) com-
munity members by affluent (often 
white) home buyers in poor neighbor-
hoods, have torn communities apart. 
This is the result of racism permeat-
ing our society and laws.
Redlining started the process of 
division by race by allowing hous-
ing loans to only go to families with-
in white neighborhoods starting 
with the National Housing Act of 
Photograph provided by Wikimedia Commons
On last weekend’s trip, Taylor students visited key sites of the Civil Rights movement.
Conversations on race require clarity
‘A rash is a sign that something is wrong’
Rash continues on Page 8Guest view continues on Page 8
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a fellow paying 
customer of 
this university, I 
realize that go-
ing here would 
b e  a  ra t h -
er poor investment if I were to gain 
knowledge (and dare I say experienc-
es) here that were only to be applied 
to my time in Upland. A comparable 
investment might be buying huge 
amounts of stock in the video cassette 
market. When the Life Together Cove-
nant gives us community goals to dis-
ciple believers and foster academic 
growth, it is silly to think that these 
things are set forth to simply enrich 
the community within the confines 
of our well-trodden Vayhinger Loop. 
Rather, I think these goals were set 
forth to help establish a community of 
Christians well beyond the Loop. The 
goal is to take what we have learned 
at Taylor and apply that in whatever 
new societies God has placed us in.
Now, part of the reason I use the 
word investment is because Taylor is 
expensive and, unlike other institu-
tions that simply offer an education, 
Taylor believes they can offer some-
thing different and unique. Yep, you 
guessed it: a “Christian community.” 
Included in this overly-chewed phrase 
includes the topic of the semester, 
chapel. So, is chapel really worth the 
bang for our buck?
Two weeks ago, Hoback Fisher 
wrote an article which could be found 
snuggled in between an article about 
disregarded turkey vultures and an 
ad for “Echo writers wanted.” Here, 
he set forth his argument that chap-
el has run amiss and is, quite frankly, 
not worth your while. In last week’s 
edition, Malaina Yoder wrote in a re-
sponse to what Fisher had said the 
week prior. In her article, Yoder pokes 
some holes in what she sees as flaws 
‘Is chapel really worth the bang for our buck?’
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therefore with the integration of faith 
and learning, and thus a Christian ed-
ucation. Seventh, the fruits of this pro-
cess and the clearly delineated values 
which arise from it must then serve as 
the touchstone for practical steps in 
reforming and clarifying the mission 
of the university, its approach to ac-
ademics (especially the foundational 
1934.  Gentrification continues the 
cycle of whites having more home 
improvement resources. Not dis-
cussing these issues would only allow 
the never-ending cycle of segregation 
to continue.
As a Christian, I have a hard time 
ascribing to the research that con-
cluded “No one is born racist.” While 
I agree that we are not born racist, 
we are born with a sin nature that 
has lead us to many racial disputes 
since creation.
Racial issues did not start with 
America and slavery in the 1800s, and 
T R A N S I T I O N  TO  N U R S I N G 
AT  I N D I A N A  W E S L E YA N  U N I V E R S I T Y 
Free Information Session 
F R I D AY,  D E C .  1
8 : 4 5  A . M .  –  2 : 3 0  P. M .
Barnes Student Center, Indiana Wesleyan University
Family members are welcome to attend!
Lunch is included.
If you currently hold a bachelor’s degree in another 
field from any accredited institution of higher 
learning and are interested in becoming a nurse, 
then the Indiana Wesleyan University Transition to 
Nursing program is for you! This accelerated program 
offers you the opportunity to become a nurse in just 
14 months. Find out more by attending this free 
information session.
Register today by 
emailing rita.duchane@indwes.edu 
or calling 765-677-2431
in Fisher’s arguments. In this article, 
I would like to continue this chapel 
discussion by giving a few reasons I 
believe that we are not wasting our 
time and money by supporting and 
attending our chapel program.
Right off the bat, I would like to 
acknowledge Fisher’s opinion by 
saying I agree that there are some 
flaws with our chapel program. I be-
lieve our chapel speakers and topics 
very well could be more diverse than 
they currently are. However, we hap-
pen to be situated in a demographic 
where diverse opinions are about as 
common as snipes, so I have person-
ally come to peace with the diversity 
we actually do reel in. Second, we are 
limited to only two hours of chapel 
message per week. Two?! Yep that’s 
right, just two, which brings me to my 
first major point. There are only two 
hours per week of speakers in chap-
el because the third hour is dedicat-
ed to worship, something that, at 33 
percent of the chapel agenda, failed 
to be mentioned in the theses Fish-
er proverbially nailed to the Rediger 
door two weeks ago. Even if we had to 
sit through a talk by Joel Osteen, I still 
think that the 20 minutes of praising 
God with the people we eat, work and 
live with would be worth our while.
Fortunately, I think the chapel pro-
gram has done an acceptable job at 
corralling characters much more 
credible than Osteen. I happen to be 
one of 70 Taylor students that take 
a weekly chapel survey (one of the 
“few means” set forth to discuss the 
chapel program) and have thought 
the claim that topics have taken 
on the “path of least resistance” is 
a statement which bares an ugly 
yet strong resemblance to what is 
now commonly referred to as “fake 
news.” I credit Yoder in pointing out 
in her response that we have had nu-
merous chapel speakers contradict 
one another!
I’m thrilled that this is a discussion 
that is starting to take place. The in-
terest around campus leaves me en-
couraged that we have not grown 
complacent to a cornerstone we have 
at Taylor in our chapel program. I 
urge everyone to take up this discus-
sion for themselves, but by doing so, 
I would think that your presence and 
participation in chapel would be nec-
essary. Problems in the community 
ought to be resolved by its own peo-
ple, or else we run the risk of not liv-
ing in community at all. Thank you, 
Hoback and Malaina.
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core curriculum), its approach to stu-
dent development and its approach to 
institutional development.
It goes without saying (almost) that 
these seven steps envision chapel as 
playing a central role in the life of Tay-
lor University. The process would take 
some time and require some where-
withal, but it is worth doing. The al-
ternative is to ignore and dismiss all 
this until we find ourselves in deep(er) 
crisis. But the problem with that ap-
proach is twofold: (1) it assumes that 
our capacity to recognize a crisis for 
what it is will still be intact by that 
time; and (2) it fails to recognize that 
you cannot learn when you are in des-
perate straights due to your own in-
dolence (Proverbs 1:20–33). I suppose 
it’s possible that we might still be able 
to pull our bacon out of the fire when 
that happens, but such is hardly a rec-
ipe for human flourishing. I, for one, 
would like to see us worship our way 
toward something better.
The opinions expressed in guest col-
umns represent the views of the author, 
and not necessarily those of The Echo 
or Taylor University.
echo@taylor.edu
it will not end any time soon. Even 
if we managed to forget the history 
of racism in our own country, rac-
ism would reappear in our society 
because we live in a fallen and de-
praved world.
As a white man, I have the luxury to 
ignore our racial past and current ra-
cial divide, but I am choosing instead 
to engage in the dialogue. Historically 
speaking, White people have been the 
primary offenders. I benefit from being 
a white man in this society, whether I 
like to admit it or not. I thus need to 
do my part in the healing process. This 
is not a simple, “I’m sorry”; I can’t ask 
minority communities to forget about 
the racial abuse from the past that also 
continues today. The healing process 
needs to come directly through discus-
sion and reconciliation.
Sadly, racial issues are like a rash on 
society, but rashes are not normal. A 
rash is a sign that something is wrong. 
We as a community need to address 
the problem, not ignore it. God has 
created us fearfully and wonderfully, 
and our diversity reflects the depth 
and beauty of our creator. Togeth-
er we can try to work toward a heal-
ing solution.
echo@taylor.edu
Guest view continued from Page 7
Rash continued from Page 7
“We happen to be situated in a demographic where 
diverse opinions are about as common as snipes.”
‘Is chapel really worth the bang for our buck?’
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Interested in  
psychology and  
organizations?
Apply now to  
the MA or PhD  
programs in Industrial- 
Organizational Psychology  
at Seattle Pacific University.
Application deadline  
is Dec. 15, 2017! 
spu.edu/iop
 
INDUSTRIAL/ORGANIZATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY combines both  
business and psychology to prepare you for leadership positions in a 
wide variety of organizations. At SPU, world-class instructors and  
recognized leaders will empower you to change the world of work — like 
our alumni are doing now in companies such as  the Gates Foundation, 
Amazon, Starbucks, Microsoft, T-Mobile, Seattle Children’s Hospital, and 
more.
Whether in a business, a church, or a not-for-profit, you can be part of 
transforming the workplace with an MA or a PhD in I/O psychology.
Become a scholar, practitioner, and leader in I/O  
psychology at SPU. The world of work is waiting for you.
Isaiah 1:17
Learn to do right; 
seek justice. 
Defend the oppressed. 
Take up the cause 
of the fatherless; 
plead the case 
of the widow.
There is a time for everything, and a 
    for every activity under the heavens.SEASON
- Ecclesiastes 3:17
romans 8:1-2
1 therefore, there is now 
no condemnation for those 
who are in christ jesus, 
2 because through christ 
jesus the law of the spirit 
who gives life has set you 




  and know
  that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth.”
  — Psalm 46:10
Indeed before the day was, I AM He;
And there is no one who can deliver 
out of My hand;
I work, and who will reverse it?
Isaiah 43:13
Poster illustrated by Abigail Roberts
Poster illustrated by Eric Andrews
Poster illustrated by Tyler Kempton
Poster illustrated by Gabby Carlson
Poster illustrated by Brianna Kudisch
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Taylor’s men’s basketball team cannot 
stop winning. No matter how ugly or 
pretty the wins have been, the team 
stands at 6–0 roughly two weeks into 
the season.
Taylor won on Wednesday night 
against Moody Bible Institute. This 
game got out of hand quickly for 
Moody Bible, as Taylor jumped to a 
9–0 lead and ended the first half on 
a 17–0 run with the score at 58–28 
going into halftime. The Trojans fin-
ished the game with the scoreboard 
in their favor reading 105–65.
The Trojans saw all 14 players re-
ceive playing time, with sophomore 
guard Mason Degenkolb leading the 
way in points with 24 in just 24 min-
utes. The Trojans shot 54.7 percent 
from the field overall and made 83.3 
percent of their free throws.
Another recent victory appeared to 
be over in the first half. But, then the 
second half came, and it turned into 
a different story.
The Trojans led by 19 points against 
Governors State last Friday in the first 
half, however their lead was trimmed 
to three points in the second half.
Junior guard Evan Crowe started 
the game off smoking against the Jag-
uars, sinking his first two three-point 
attempts to bring the lead to 6–0 
right off the bat.
Taylor enjoyed a successful first half, 
shooting 43.6 percent from the field. 
The success did not continue into the 
second half, as the Trojans only shot 
28 percent from the field.
“I feel like we got a little comfortable,” 
said sophomore guard Ryan Robinson. 
“That’s been a big thing for us so far this 
season is playing a full 40 minutes and 
really just being hungry the whole game 
and not being complacent with a little 
lead and being able to break it open.”
Head coach Josh Andrews thinks 
Governors State made some solid ad-
justments on defense going into the 
second half. He also attributes the 
Trojans’ shooting woes in the second 
half to Taylor not playing within their 
own system for periods of time.
The game of basketball is a game of 
runs. In the NAIA, the shot clock is 30 sec-
onds, which creates a fast paced game. 
Making consecutive stops on defense and 
converting consecutive baskets on of-
fense can help a team make a comeback.
Taylor is fortunate to have a 
high-powered offensive team; however, 
they cannot solely rely on their offense.
“(Andrews) has talked a lot about 
that, just having a defensive identity,” 
said freshman guard Vincent Miranda. 
“When things aren’t going our way on 
the offensive end, we can really still be 
able to beat teams like that even when 
things aren’t going our way.”
It’s still early on in the season, and 
defense is something that takes time 
to work on and get better at.
The Trojans are training well and 
preparing for some difficult match-
es ahead.  Four out of their next five 
games are against teams who are na-
tionally ranked or are receiving votes 
in the national poll.
According to Andrews, the team 
tries to win each day and have a pres-
ent-minded attitude. They do not 
look past anyone and want to be ex-
cellent every single day.
Andrews also said possessing 
Korfmacher reaches historic win
Football gives head 




Last Saturday, the Taylor football 
team finished their season with a 
21–13 victory against Missouri Baptist 
and made their final record 4–6. The 
triumph added another win to the 
team’s record and gave head coach 
Ron Korfmacher his 49th win.
Korfmacher surpassed Taylor Hall 
of Famer, Bob Davenport, and as-
cended to the top of the list for having 
the most wins for the Trojans. While 
he feels his achievement is important, 
he was more concerned about getting 
the victory for the senior class.
“What was really pivotal was 
winning the last game and having the 
seniors go out with a win,” Korfmach-
er said. “Now we can launch into our 
offseason with a good, competitive 
finish and a win. That is what real-
ly matters.”
Many people contributed to the 
win on Saturday, and Turner Stadi-
um saw some new faces on the field.
Freshman quarterback Zac 
Saltzgaber rallied the offense in his 
first collegiate start. He completed 14 
passes for 134 yards and rushed for all 
three of Taylor’s touchdowns.
Freshman running back Josh 
Saltzgaber also produced for the Tro-
jans. He rushed 13 times out of the 
backfield for a total of 61 yards.
The offense performed well, and 
the defense also played a key role in 
the victory.
Senior defensive back Jace La-
Munyon sparked the defense with 11 
Football head coach Ron Korfmacher has won 49 games in 10 
seasons at Taylor, the most wins by any football coach.
Photograph by Brad Timmerman
Men’s basketball keeps perfection
Photograph by Brad Timmerman
“Although we lost, I was encouraged because 
we didn’t play the best we could have and we 
still competed with the second ranked team in 
the nation.”
Women’s basketball lose two tight games
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tackles, and senior linebacker Camer-
on Gray followed closely behind with 
eight tackles and a fumble recovery to 
complete the game.
“Missouri Baptist is a big passing 
team, so they have a lot of really ath-
letic wide receivers,” said junior de-
fensive back Derek Wanner. “With the 
exception of one big pass, we did a re-
ally good job of shutting them down 
and forcing them to run.”
Senior defensive back Dovi Gamble 
collected his eighth collegiate inter-
ception and seven hits on the game.
Sophomore defensive back Jackson 
Bronkema partnered with his fellow 
defensive backs when he salvaged 
the 15–13 Taylor lead by preventing 
the two point scoring opportunity for 
Missouri Baptist with only 10 minutes 
left in the competition.
While saying farewell to an influ-
ential senior class of 20 men was 
difficult, the Trojans gave their fans 
hope of what is to come. Unfortu-
nately, the team had many injuries 
this year, but these injuries gave oth-
er players a chance to gain experience 
before the seniors left, taking their ex-
pertise with them.
“Seeing a lot of freshman and team-
mates (who do not usually get to play) 
get some opportunities was really 
good to see,” Zac Saltzgaber said. “The 
way the upperclassmen took them 
under their wing and (encouraged) 
everyone created a brotherhood 
throughout the whole season.”
Throughout the offseason, the Tro-
jans will be focusing on getting stron-
ger and staying in shape. However, 
they aim to grow as individuals and 
build the team chemistry the seniors 
laid the foundation for.
While the team may not have won 
as many games as they would have 
liked they are making steps in the 
right direction to improve, and every-
one on the team believes something 
great is yet to come.
echo@taylor.edu
Junior guard Evan Crowe had 10 points and two steals against Moody Bible Institute.
Women’s basketball lose two tight games
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Last weekend, Taylor’s women’s bas-
ketball team traveled to Illinois to face 
two top-five nationally ranked teams.
The team currently stands with a 
record of 2–4, after facing numerous 
tough opponents so far this season.
“I think that our difficult non-con-
ference schedule is preparing us for a 
successful conference journey,” said 
senior Cassidy Wyse.
On Saturday, the Trojans faced No. 
2 Saint Xavier. Although the game 
started off rough with a 14-point defi-
cit in the first half, the team came back 
strong, bringing it to a two-point game.
Despite their efforts, the Trojans 
fell short, losing the game 69–63.
Junior Kendall Bradbury had an 
outstanding performance, acquiring 
a double-double with 25 points and 
16 rebounds. Wyse finished just shy 
of a double-double with 10 points and 
9 rebounds.
“Although we lost, I was encour-
aged because we didn’t play the best 
we could have and we still competed 
with the second ranked team in the 
nation,” senior Josie Cobb said.
The team continued to stand with 
confidence as they approached 
their game on Monday against No. 5 
Saint Francis.
The Trojans kept the game close 
throughout the first half, only down 
by three points at halftime. When 
the third quarter came around, they 
came out stronger than ever, outscor-
ing Saint Francis 20–9.
Wyse said the third quarter lead 
was courtesy of several big shots and 
key stops on defense.
In the beginning of the fourth quar-
ter, the Trojans held a 10-point lead. 
However, Saint Francis came back in 
the end, defeating them 63–58.
“I think that we will learn from the 
mistakes that we made this weekend 
and use the experience against two 
good teams later on in conference 
play,” Wyse said.
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Senior guard Cassidy Wyse scored 
10 points against Saint Francis.
several key bench players is key for 
being a successful team and making 
a deep run in the playoffs, which is 
one of Taylor’s goals. One of the Tro-
jans’ best bench players is Robinson.
“He’s just been so tough in his role, 
and he brings instant energy,” An-
drews said. “He’s a fun guy to play with, 
(he) makes a lot of great decisions and 
he can score it different ways and help 
other guys get open. I’m very proud of 
how he handles himself and the ener-
gy that he brings to our team. He’s a 
huge part of our success.”
Robinson is averaging 16.2 points 
per game this season and playing an 
average of 24.8 minutes per game. His 
field goal percentage is 49.3 percent, 
knocking down 33–67 shot attempts.
The Trojans will soon be challenged 
by highly ranked opponents, starting 
tonight as they face No. 9 IU-East in 
Odle Arena at 7 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
Although the losses were tough, 
Head coach Jody Martinez said he 
feels the team is heading in the right 
direction. He also shared he loves the 
team and their passion to compete.
The Trojans will be traveling yet 
again this weekend to attend the 
Zweifel Pritchett Tournament at As-
bury University in Wilmore, Kentucky.
“We have had a couple of tough loss-
es, but I think we are growing and get-
ting closer to where we want to be,” Cobb 
said. “The team is all in, and we want to 
continue to get better every game.”
Martinez shared they are approach-
ing the tournament this weekend 
with two simple goals in mind: to 
compete and to improve.
The Trojans will play tonight at As-
bury, tipping off at 6 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
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